VAZHAKl'NNAM AS A COMMENTATOR OF SRIMADBHAGAVATAM

I^^TWT FTN^T ^Rt ^k^-i W^6

The word dhanyam6 that qualifies the book Srimadbhagavatam
is given the meaning punyam by the great scholar Vaisravanath
Raman Nambudiri in his commentary on Bhagavata.7 But
Vazhakunnam has explained the meaning of the word dhanyam as
that which produces wealth. Vazhakunnam in his prasanga says
that by the word dhanyam, there is an indirect implication that one
who prays Vishnu by Srimadbhagavatam will become rich, con-
tradictory to the meaning of the line ^ ym^ W^T. He also
interprets that reading Bhagavata is the unique way for a devotee
to retain his wealth. Probably this has an autobiographical touch.
Vazhakunnam himself had gradually improved his financial posi-
tion after taking to Bhagavata.

While commenting on the subsequent line ^^d^Mi Wt

^L1K ^^H\8 Vazhakunnam finds out an argument in favour of
Vyasa, who said, "This is the cream and essence of all vedas and
itihasas." Vazhakunnam says that this is the true opinion of Vyasa.
Otherwise he would not have given Bhagavata lessons to his own
son Sri Suka.9

6- Srimadbhagavatam (1,3,40-41), Ibid. pp.54-55.
7. Vaisravanath Raman Nambudiri, Srimadbhagavatam.
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p.52.

8 - Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, op.cit, pp.54-55.
9. Ibid., p.55.
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